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Can clinical practice help Can clinical practice help 
inform public health priorities?inform public health priorities?

Dennis Shusterman, MD, MPHDennis Shusterman, MD, MPH

MD training paradigms in public healthMD training paradigms in public health

EIS Training ProgramEIS Training Program……

““We intentionally assign you in a state in We intentionally assign you in a state in 
which you have never practiced which you have never practiced 
becausebecause……

We want to We want to break your clinical tiesbreak your clinical ties in order in order 
to make you think like an epidemiologist.to make you think like an epidemiologist.””

OutlineOutline

Three brief case reports from different Three brief case reports from different 
practice settingspractice settings

Cases all have some generic public health Cases all have some generic public health 
implicationsimplications

Dedicated to Raymond Neutra, MD, Dedicated to Raymond Neutra, MD, DrPHDrPH, , 
who facilitated my clinical practice while I who facilitated my clinical practice while I 
was a PHMOwas a PHMO--II.II.

Case 1Case 1::
37 37 y.o.my.o.m. barrel recycler with eye & . barrel recycler with eye & 
nasal irritation, abdominal pain, nasal irritation, abdominal pain, 
diarrhea, dizziness & headachesdiarrhea, dizziness & headaches

37 37 y.o.my.o.m. barrel recycler seen in ED with c/o . barrel recycler seen in ED with c/o 
upper respiratory tract irritation, headaches, upper respiratory tract irritation, headaches, 
dizziness, abdominal pain & diarrheadizziness, abdominal pain & diarrhea……

Symptoms began soon after processing barrel Symptoms began soon after processing barrel 
containing pesticide TOK (containing pesticide TOK (nitrofennitrofen) at work. ) at work. 

CoCo--worker was similarly symptomatic. worker was similarly symptomatic. 

Exam and labs benign, course selfExam and labs benign, course self--limitedlimited

History of present illnessHistory of present illness
removing lid from pesticide drumremoving lid from pesticide drum

pouring contents into hole in groundpouring contents into hole in ground

cutting down topcutting down top

flaming barrel in furnaceflaming barrel in furnace

shot blasting cutshot blasting cut--down barreldown barrel

coating barrel w/ epoxy paint; andcoating barrel w/ epoxy paint; and……

barrels then sold to canneries to hold fruit.barrels then sold to canneries to hold fruit.

Work processWork process


















